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A Letter to Thomas Jefferson 



By 



John Minor 




Granville County North Carolina 
March 31 st 1802 

Dear Sir, 

As it has been my misfortune as yet not to obtain any pay due a brother of mine for his service 
in the Continental Army; and who after being taken as prisoner at the surrender of 
Charlestown, South Carolina; returned to the state, volunteered himself with General Beatter; 
and in an action with the Torys at Lynley's Mill lost his life. I, administrator for the deceased; 
to Major Thaus Adjt. for the state of South Carolina made application on the 25 th day of 
February, 1794. He informed me that Thaus sent my petition to Congress and about ye 13 th of 
October next after I filed; and I know not what became of it, whether list in the office or what. 
My friend, Macon, a member of Congress, informed me I am now bard by what's called the 
statute; and if I get it there must be a special act passed which he rather thought would not be 
done. But my confidence in your goodness and relying on your justice and the goodness and 
justice of every member in Congress that I cannot forebear persevering to send another petition 
with a copying of letters of administration with Mr. Grey's certificate, who acted as paymaster 
at the time my brother was in service; and I pray your tenderness with justice toward me and I 
hope Congress will the same; as my brother was a brave sergeant of the Second Continental 
Regiment of South Carolina. He lost his life ye militia of this state 6? he in part a prisoner of 
war at the very time; Tax run high this year, and now about to collect the direct tax with the 
state, county, and parish tax, which will not be less than 14 or 15 dollars for me, and I know not 
how I am to raise it; How ever, I speak this by way of information. I leave the matter in hand 
with your goodness & if I get it it will be by some provision made by yourself and Congress 
which will be an encouragement to my five sons in the next war I ever pray 62? I remain your 
friend, and able servant, 

John Minor 

To the right honourable President of the United States of America 
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Excerpts from the Journal 

of the 
House of Reprsentatives 

of the 



United States 




Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i793'i797 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1794 

A petition of John Minor, of Grenville county, in the State of North Carolina, administrator of 
Reuben Minor, deceased, was presented to the House and read, praying that he may receive 
the pay and other emoluments due for the services of the deceased, as a Sergeant in the South 
Carolina line, during the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 



Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i793'i797 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1796. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom were referred the petitions of 
George Crookshank, of Joseph Hull, of John Learned, of Joseph M'Cracken, and of John 
Minor, made reports; which were severally read and considered: Whereupon, Resolved, That 
the prayer of the petitions of the said George Crookshank, Joseph Hull, John Learned, Joseph 
M'Cracken, and John Mnor, cannot be granted, and that the petitioners, respectively, have 
leave to withdraw the same. 



Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8oi'i8o4 
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1802. 

Also, a petition of John Mnor, of Granville county, in the State of North Carolina, brother 
and administrator of Reuben Minor, deceased, praying the liquidation and settlement of a claim 
for the services of the deceased, as a Serjeant in the second South Carolina regiment of the 
Continental Army, during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and petition do lie on the table. 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8oi'i8o4 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14, 1803. 

Ordered, That the petition of John Minor, of the State of North Carolina, brother and 
administrator of Reuben Minor, deceased, and the documents accompanying the same, be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8oi'i8o4 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1803. 

Mr. John Cotton Smith, from the Committee of Claims, to whom were referred, during the 
present session, the several petitions of William Benson, of Timothy Brewster, of Seth Chapin, 



of Amey Dardin, and of John Minor, administrator of Reuben Minor, deceased; also, a letter 
addressed to the Speaker of this House, from Thomas Martin, late a Major in the first United 
States' regiment, made a report thereon; which was read, and ordered to be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House to whom was committed, on the fifteenth instant, the report 
of a select committee on "the expediency of extending the time for the settlement of claims for 
services rendered, and supplies furnished, during the Revolutionary war." 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8o9'i8n 
MONDAY, MARCH 12, 1810. 

Ordered, That the petition of John Minor, administrator of Reuben Minor, deceased, 
presented on the twenty 'seventh of April, one thousand eight hundred and two, be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8o9'i8n 
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 1810. 

On a motion made, and leave given by the House, Mr. Johnson, from the same committee, 
presented a bill for the relief of John Minor, administrator of Reuben Mnor; which was 
received, and read the first time. 

On motion, the said bill was read the second time, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Friday next. 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8o9'i8n 
SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 1810. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of John Minor, administrator of Reuben Minor, was read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That the same do pass, and that the title be, "An act for the relief of John Minor, 
administrator of Reuben Minor." 

Journal of the Senate of the United States of America, I789'i873 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 1810. 

On motion, by Mr. Turner, 

Resolved, That the bill, entitled "An act for the relief of John Minor, administrator of Reuben 
Minor," be referred to a select committee to consider and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Turner, Gregg, and Smith, of New York, be the committee. 



Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8oi'i8o4 
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1802. 

Also, a petition of John Minor, of Granville county, in the State of North Carolina, brother 
and administrator of Reuben Minor, deceased, praying the liquidation and settlement of a claim 
for the services of the deceased, as a Serjeant in the second South Carolina regiment of the 
Continental Army, during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and petition do lie on the table. 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8oo'i8ii 

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 1810. 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed the bill, entitled "An act for the relief of P. C. L'Enfant;" 
and the bill, entitled "An act making further appropriations for completing the Capitol, and for 
other purposes." They have postponed, until the first Monday in December next, the bill, 
entitled "An act for the relief of John Minor." 



Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8i3'i8i5 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 1814. 

Mr. Macon presented a petition of John Mnor, senior, praying compensation for services 
rendered by his brother, Reuben Minor, deceased, as a soldier in the Revolutionary Army. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8i5'i8i7 
THURSDAY, April 18, 1816. 

On motion of Mr. Edwards, 

Ordered, That the petitions of John Minor, administrator of Reuben Mnor, deceased, 
presented on the 28th of November, 1794, 27th of April, 1802, and 4th of January, 1814, be 
referred to the committee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims. 

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8i5'i8i7 
FRIDAY, December 6, 1816 

Ordered, That the petitions of John Minor, administrator of Reuben Mnor, deceased, 
presented on the 28th November, 1794, the 27th of April, 1802, and 4th of February, 1814, be 
referred to the same committee. 



Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, i8i5'i8i7 
FRIDAY, February 7, 1817. 

Mr. Chappell, from the committee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of John Minor, administrator of Reuben Minor, which was 
read and ordered to lie on the table. 




